Urgency Part 2

Revelation 1:9-20
John the apostle- Patmos

John calls himself a brother and companion to the believers of the churches. All the
things John went through as a disciple are simply amazing.

Matthew 24:13

13 But he that shall endure unto the end, the same shall be saved.(People don't have
endurance sometimes when things get hard)

2 Timothy 2:12

12 If we suffer, we shall also reign with him: if we deny him, he also will deny us. John
was exiled to the island of Patmos for preaching the Gospel. Patmos sat on the sea
about 40 miles from Ephesus. It sat in a group of Islands called the Sporades. It was ten
miles long and six miles wide. It was isolated, barren, rocky with hills about 10.000 feet.
What happened to John and why he was sent to the island. The theologian Tertullian
reported that John was plunged into boiling oil but miraculously escaped. They couldn't
kill him so the leader Domision had him exiled. Nothing can stop God's plan for your life.

In verses 1:10,11

0] was in the Spirit on the Lord's day, and heard behind me a great voice, as of a
trumpet,

1 Saying, | am Alpha and Omega, the first and the last: and, What thou seest, write in a
book, and send it unto the seven churches which are in Asia; unto Ephesus, and unto
Smyrna, and unto Pergamos, and unto Thyatira, and unto Sardis, and unto
Philadelphia, and unto Laodicea. That is why this book must be taught in churches
because | believe we fall into the category with the seven churches.

Jesus Christ and the church.
In verses 1:12,13

2 And | turned to see the voice that spake with me. And being turned, | saw seven
golden candlesticks;

3 And in the midst of the seven candlesticks one like unto the Son of man, clothed with
a garment down to the foot, and girt about the paps with a golden girdle.
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Let's first understand that there were no candles in that time period, they were lamps.
It's very important | believe because the lamps are filled with oil and the oil represents
the Holy Spirit. Jesus is standing in the midst of the 7 churches, just like He is now.
Lamps give off light for we are the light of the world, the church or the Greek word
Ekklisia.

John 8:12

2Then spake Jesus again unto them, saying, | am the light of the world: he that
followeth me shall not walk in darkness, but shall have the light of life.

Matthew 5:14
4Ye are the light of the world. A city that is set on a hill cannot be hidden.
The exalted Jesus verse 13

13 And in the midst of the seven candlesticks one like unto the Son of man, clothed with
a garment down to the foot, and girt about the paps with a golden girdle.

In John's vision | truly believe that there truly are no words from himself that he could
come up with on how to describe what he saw that day, the Holy Spirit had to help him
to get it written down. Jesus was clothed with a white rob down to his feet, this rob
symbolized the prophetic, the priestly kingly ministry of our Lord and Savior. As a
prophet, Jesus Crist proclaims the word of God to us.

As a priest Christ gives us access into the presence of God and makes us acceptable to
God.

As King Jesus Christ rules and reigns over all affairs of the universe, and protects and
provides and works all things out for good for those that follow Him.

His chest was covered in a golden girdle which meant power, majesty,dignity,and
authority.

Verse 14 His head and his hairs were white like wool, as white as snow; and his eyes
were as a flame of fire;

Daniel 10:6

6 His body also was like the beryl, (gem stone) and his face as the appearance of
lightning, and his eyes as lamps of fire, and his arms and his feet like in color to
polished brass, and the voice of his words like the voice of a multitude.

Hebrews 4:13

13 Neither is there any creature that is not manifest in his sight: but all things are naked
and opened unto the eyes of him with whom we have to do.
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Jesus' eyes were as a flame of fire. This symbolizes a piercing,penetrating,power. He
sees everywhere, even in the dark places and behind closed doors. His eyes search the
innermost recesses of the heart. He knows all; He is omniscient and He is able to
conquer all those who reject Him and do evil. No one will be able to hide from Him nor
can anyone hide anything from Him.

Jeremiah 23:24

24 Can any hide himself in secret places that | shall not see him? saith the Lord. Do not |
fill heaven and earth? saith the Lord.

Revelation 1:15

5 And his feet like unto fine brass, as if they burned in a furnace; and his voice as the
sound of many waters.

Jesus had feet like fine brass or bronze. This symbolizes strength and perseverance.
His feet are the feet that preached the gospel, the glad tidings of peace. But they are
also the feet that shall tread down His enemies, His feet are also able to rush in and
rescue His people.

Isaiah 52:7

"How beautiful upon the mountains are the feet of him that bringeth good tidings, that
publisheth peace; that bringeth good tidings of good, that publisheth salvation; that saith
unto Zion, Thy God reigneth!

Hebrews 4:15-16

'S For we have not a high priest which cannot be touched with the feeling of our
infirmities; but was in all points tempted like as we are, yet without sin.

16 et us therefore come boldly unto the throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy, and
find grace to help in time of need .

Jesus had a voice like no other

His voice symbolizes authority, power.

Psalm 29:4

4The voice of the Lord is powerful; the voice of the Lord is full of majesty.
1 Thessalonians 4:16-18

16 For the Lord himself shall descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of the
archangel, and with the trump of God: and the dead in Christ shall rise first:

7 Then we which are alive and remain shall be caught up together with them in the
clouds, to meet the Lord in the air: and so shall we ever be with the Lord.
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8 \Wherefore comfort one another with these words.
Revelations 1:16

6 And he had in his right hand seven stars: and out of his mouth went a sharp two
edged sword: and his countenance was as the sun shineth in his strength.

Jesus Christ held seven stars in His hand( the number 7 is a very important number it
represents completion or perfection) The stars symbolize the messengers. Dan 12:33
And they that be wise shall shine as the brightness of the firmament; and they that turn
many to righteousness as the stars for ever and ever.

John 15:16

6Ye have not chosen me, but | have chosen you, and ordained you, that ye should go
and bring forth fruit, and that your fruit should remain: that whatsoever ye shall ask of
the Father in my name, he may give it to you.

Acts 9:15

15 But the Lord said unto him, Go thy way: for he is a chosen vessel unto me, to bear my
name before the Gentiles, and kings, and the children of Israel:

The stars in this verse are the pastors of these seven churches. The word stars comes
from the Greek word asteras. Jesus said in verse 20 the seven stars are the angels of
the seven churches. But in further understanding the word in this verse means
messenger angel(angelos this means messenger.. Yet nowhere in the New Testament
does it teach that Heavenly angels are involved in church leadership or that they teach
or deliver messages to local congregations.These were the pastors of the churches.
Furthermore these so called angels were called to repent along with the members of the
seven churches.

Let's pause for a moment and ask ourselves why Jesus used stars to describe the
Pastors of the seven churches. What was the symbolic significance, and what does the
scripture use as a metaphor about pastoral ministry.

It is estimated that our Milky way galaxy has a hundred billion stars.
What I'm getting ready to read comes from the book A light in darkness by Rick renner.

Based on recent scientific research, astronomers believe that there are 10 billion trillion
stars in the universe.

Like each human being, each star has a beginning and an ending, a birth and a death.
After a star is born it lives through many cycles of growth, but eventually it begins to
cast off its outer layers in preparation for death. Every star is destined to die as its time
runs out; thus there is no such thing as a permanent star.

The lifespan of a star is determined by the amount of fuel it has at its core and the rate
in which it uses fuel.
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Massive stars have shorter life spans because they experience greater pressure at their
core, which causes them to burn energy more rapidly.

Smaller stars burn less brilliantly, but because they experience less pressure at their
core then larger stars do, the smaller stars usually burn longer.

As it is true with human beings, the behavior of young stars and older stars are very
different. Younger stars are known to rotate rapidly and have high levels of surface
activity. As stars mature and grow older , they slow down and their surface activity
begins to diminish.

Although older stars rotate more slowly and have less surface activity, it is in their
mature years that they produce the strongest and stable light.

Like human beings, no two stars are alike. Out of ten billion trillion stars in the same
universe, each one is unique in its physical characteristics and size. Furthermore stars
give off its own unique level of luminosity and color based on surface temperature, a
star can have many different colors.

Although stars may cross orbits of other stars, each star has a specific predetermined
orbit from which veers very little, even over a time span of thousands of years. This
explains why the sign in heaven hasn't changed much over the course of history.

The pastors were intended to shine like stars in spiritual darkness. The seven churches
are likened to oil lamps but the pastors of these seven churches were called to shine
like stars in order to give guidance to people in darkness, help navigate lost people to
Christ our Lord. teach the word of God to people with no compromise. To teach people
about the season of life and how to effectively sow and reap.

The lifespan of a Pastor can be short or long depending on how much spiritual fuel he
has at his core. There is no such thing as a permanent Pastor.

Very often Pastors with large churches tend to have a lot of pressure at their core,
which causes them to burn out more quickly. Like massive stars, those pastors who
have larger congregations run the risk of a fast burnout. Now smaller congregations
experience less pressure and may last longer.

The rest of verse 16 and out of his mouth went a sharp two edged sword: and his
countenance was as the sun shineth in his strength.

Jesus in Revelation 2:12 says 2 And to the angel of the church in Pergamos write;
These things saith he which hath the sharp sword with two edges; The word sword is
very significant in this passage because it indicates the seriousness of the one who has
the sword and the severity of the cut in such a sword will inflict. The Greek word for two
edged sword is the word rhomphaia, which describes one of the most fearsome
weapons of the ancient world.

Hebrews 4:12
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12 For the word of God is quick, and powerful, and sharper than any twoedged sword,
piercing even to the dividing asunder of soul and spirit, and of the joints and marrow,
and is a discerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart.

The Romans had a lot of sundry words to describe certain things but no sword was
feared like the rhomphaia sword.This was a sword that had been developed by the
Thracians who were among the most aggressive fighters of the first century. The
rhomphaia was a long bladed weapon attached to a long pole and the blade kinda looks
like a sickle and razor sharp on both sides. Was able to cut through armor.

And the end of verse 16 says and his countenance was as the sun shineth in his
strength.l believe this symbolizes his presence.

Matthew 16:27

27 For the Son of man shall come in the glory of his Father with his angels; and then he
shall reward every man according to his works.

Acts 9:1-5

" And Saul, yet breathing out threatenings and slaughter against the disciples of the
Lord, went unto the high priest,

2 And desired of his letters to Damascus to the synagogues, that if he found any of this
way, whether they were men or women, he might bring them bound unto Jerusalem.

3 And as he journeyed, he came near Damascus: and suddenly there shined round
about him a light from heaven:

4 And he fell to the earth, and heard a voice saying unto him, Saul, Saul, why
persecutest thou me?

5 And he said, Who art thou, Lord? And the Lord said, | am Jesus whom thou
persecutest: it is hard for thee to kick against the pricks.

Revelation 1:17-18

”And when | saw him, | fell at his feet as dead. And he laid his right hand upon me,
saying unto me, Fear not; | am the first and the last:

8] am he that liveth, and was dead; and, behold, | am alive for evermore, Amen; and
have the keys of hell and of death. He went into hell and took them

The assurance

There was a reassuring pressenceand care of the Lord. John was scared when he saw
Him and fell at His feet as though he were dead. Jesus reached out His hand and
assured him there was nothing to be afraid of.
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Matthew 10:30-31

30 But the very hairs of your head are all numbered.

31 Fear ye not therefore, ye are of more value than many sparrows.
Isaiah 41:10

10 Fear though not; for | am with thee: be not dismayed; for | am thy God: | will
strengthen thee; yea, | will help thee; yea, | will uphold thee with the right hand of my
righteousness.

Isaiah 43:1-2

' But now thus saith the Lord that created thee, O Jacob, and he that formed thee, O
Israel, Fear not: for | have redeemed thee, | have called thee by thy name; thou art
mine.

2When thou passest through the waters, | will be with thee; and through the rivers, they
shall not overflow thee: when thou walkest through the fire, thou shalt not be burned;
neither shall the flame kindle upon thee.

Jesus says i am the first and the last

John 8:58
8 Jesus said unto them, Verily, verily, | say unto you, Before Abraham was, | am.
John 17:5,14

5 And now, O Father, glorify thou me with thine own self with the glory® which | had with
thee before the world was.

14| have given them thy word; and the world hath hated them, because they are not of
the world, even as | am not of the world.

Jesus said | have the keys of hell and death
2Timothy 1:10

0 But is now made manifest by the appearing of our Savior Jesus Christ, who hath
abolished death, and hath brought life and immortality to light through the gospel:

Verse 19-20 write these things down and here is an explanation of what | just Told you.
Ephesians 5:8

8 For ye were sometimes darkness, but now are ye light in the Lord: walk as children of
light:
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