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Urgency part 3 

Revelation 2:1-7 Ephesus 

 1Unto the angel of the church of Ephesus write; These things saith He that holdeth the seven 
stars in His right hand, who walketh in the midst of the seven golden candlesticks;2 I know thy 
works, and thy labour, and thy patience, and how thou canst not bear them which are evil: and 
thou hast tried them which say they are apostles, and are not, and hast found them liars:3 And 
hast borne, and hast patience, and for My name's sake hast laboured, and hast not fainted.4 

Nevertheless I have somewhat against thee, because thou hast left thy first love.5 Remember 
therefore from whence thou art fallen, and repent, and do the first works; or else I will come 
unto thee quickly, and will remove thy candlestick out of his place, except thou repent.6 But this 
thou hast, that thou hatest the deeds of the Nicolaitanes, which I also hate.7 He that hath an 
ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith unto the churches; To him that overcometh will I give to 
eat of the tree of life, which is in the midst of the paradise of God. 

VS 2:1 Church- Minister;  

 This letter is addressed to the minister(pastor) and to the church it means that the Lord 
holds the Minister responsible for the church and its welfare. Christ expects the minister 
to study and heed the message himself and to lead the believers to heed the message. 
Jesus is the one who holds the ministers and the churches in His hands. 

 The minister is picked out of the world by the hand of God 
 Is nourished and looked after by the hand of Christ 
 Is placed by the hand of Christ 
 Is expected to be a obedient vessel 
 Is expected to be accountable  
 Is expected not to compromise 

vs 2:2-3 Church- believers (ecklosia)  

 the church is commended for five things in the beginning of these verses.  

 The church laboured for Christ. The Greek meaning in this passage is to labour to the 
point of weariness, sweat and exhaustion to work and labour to the limit one's ability.  

 There is no room for laziness and slothfulness in the church of Christ.  

 God knows when we are tired and exhausted and He also knows when we should be 
working and are not. 
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Matthew 25:35-36 

35for I was hungry and you gave Me food; I was thirsty and you gave Me drink; I was a 
stranger and you took Me in; 36 I was naked and you clothed Me; I was sick and you visited 
Me; I was in prison and you came to Me.’ 

Hebrews 13:16 

16 But do not forget to do good and to share, for with such sacrifices God is well pleased. 

VS 2:3  The church patiently endured.  

 The word endured means to persevere and to be steadfast in serving, standing being 
steadfast in studying the word proclaiming the Gospel and to minister to the needs of 
others.  

1Cor 15:58 (Amp) 

58 Therefore, my beloved brothers and sisters, be steadfast, immovable, always excelling in the 
work of the Lord [always doing your best and doing more than is needed], being continually 
aware that your labor [even to the point of exhaustion] in the Lord is not futile nor wasted [it is 
never without purpose]. 

Hebrews 10:36 (Amp)  

36For you have need of patient endurance [to bear up under difficult circumstances without 
compromising], so that when you have carried out the will of God, you may receive and enjoy 
to the full what is promised. 

The church could not bear those who were evil. 

2 Cor 6:17-18  

17 “So COME OUT FROM AMONG UNBELIEVERS AND BE SEPARATE,” says the Lord,“AND DO NOT TOUCH 

WHAT IS UNCLEAN;And I will graciously receive you and welcome you [with favor],18 And I will be 
a Father to you,And you will be My sons and daughters,”Says the Lord Almighty 

2 Thes 3:6 

6 Now we command you, believers, in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ and by His 
authority, that you withdraw and keep away from every brother or sister who leads an 
undisciplined life and does not live in accordance with the tradition and teaching that [a]you 
have received from us. 
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vs 2:4 The church tested all of the preachers and teachers and removed those who were false. 
We need to do this also. I have fell short in this area 

Matthew 7:15-20 

 15 “Beware of the false prophets, [teachers] who come to you dressed as sheep [appearing 
gentle and innocent], but inwardly are ravenous wolves. 16 By their fruit you will recognize them 
[that is, by their contrived doctrine and self-focus]. Do people pick grapes from thorn bushes or 
figs from thistles? 17 Even so, every healthy tree bears good fruit, but the unhealthy tree bears 
bad fruit. 18 A good tree cannot bear bad fruit, nor can a bad tree bear good fruit. 19 Every tree 
that does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire. 20 Therefore, by their fruit you 
will recognize them [as false prophets]. 

vs 2:5. Church -love- backsliding The complaint that Christ had was that they have lost their 
first love. They have done all these great works but have forgotten all about Jesus. Simply 
stated they were not having a personal relationship with Christ and when that happens we tend 
to make things all about work. When the first church was founded it was founded on love for 
one another even through persecutions. 

John 13:34-35 (amp) 
34 amp   I am giving you a new commandment, that you [a]love one another. Just as I have 
loved you, so you too are to love one another. 35 By this everyone will know that you are My 
disciples, if you have love and unselfish concern for one another.” 

1 Corinthians 1:10 (amp) 

 10But I urge you, believers, by the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that all of you be in full 
agreement in what you say, and that there be no divisions or factions among you, but that you 
be perfectly united in your way of thinking and in your judgment [about matters of the faith]. 

vs 2:6. Repentance- Remember The Lord counsels the church to return to Him. To repent to 
turn away from what has led you away and turn back to Christ. Go back to the first work. 

vs 2:7. WARNING- The warning is that Christ will remove the church You will no longer be a 
representative for Christ. Then it means the church will be judged. I will remove the lamp.Holy 
Spirit will vacate. 

How many churches have we been to that are lifeless, dull, mechanical, are nothing more than 
a form, lack the presence of the Holy Spirit, lack the power and the witness of God's power. 
Part of this warning is that doctrinal purity is not enough. Many churches know God's word the 
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Pastor has more degrees than a thermometer but they wouldn't know Jesus if He walked 
through the door. People in society today feel that they can't live like they want to so they find a 
church that makes them feel comfortable( very dangerous) Christ did not call us to be 
comfortable.  

Who were the Nicolations? Yet you have this [to your credit], that you hate the works and 
corrupt teachings of the [c]Nicolaitans [that mislead and delude the people], which I also hate. 7 

He who has an ear, let him hear and heed what the Spirit says to the churches. To him who 
[d]overcomes [the world through believing that Jesus is the Son of God], I will grant [the 
privilege] to eat [the fruit] from the tree of life, which is in the Paradise of God. You can get an 
understanding from their name. The word Nicolation is from the Greek word Nicolaos which is 
the compound of two words, Nike means to conquer and the word laos is where we get the 
word laity. Conquer the Laity. The actions of the Nicolatians were having a very severe effect 
on the church at ephesus, their deeds were defeating believers. Jesus hated it. Some of the 
early church Fathers also commented on the Nicolatians describing them as a heretical group 
that taught there was nothing wrong with serving Christ while giving sacrifices to Pagan 
gods.They were compromising Christians. That is what is wrong with a lot of the churches 
today; they think you don't have to live a Holy and separated life. 

When these people surrendered their life to Christ they didn't surrender everything. Christ 
loved those people but He hated their deeds. 

Kinda looks like some churches today. 

1.No emphasis on Holy living. Rather than living a life of separation they want to live a life of 
inclusiveness. 

2. No emphasis on the doctrinal teaching of the Bible. They think the bible is too restrictive 
instead as a guide to absolute truth. 

3.No emphasis on truth or absolute biblical authority. They want to be open minded. Like gay 
marriage or abortion or transgenderism. 

4. No emphasis that Christ is the only way to Heaven. This helps them to level the playing field 
by saying being a Christian is only one of the ways you can get to Heaven. Universalism which 
means that everybody including even the devil will make it into Heaven.There is an 
organization out there called the universal church which you can get ordained online in like five 
minutes, that's crazy. I know people that have done it, so they can marry people or even call 
themselves ordained. 


